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allowances would prove a serious inconvenience, the
count therefore submitted a plan for ensuring to his
former colleagues, the faithful depositaries of State
secrets, a life-pension as a reward for their loyalty and
discretion. Approving the scheme, the King responded
liberally, and life-pensions, varying from 1,100 livres to
20,000 livres per annum, were settled upon the various
members of the abolished department, D'Eon excepted,
whose case necessitated special and careful consider-
ation.

As to the count himself and his recall from exile,
he insisted upon a thorough investigation into his con-
duct, whether as regarded his personal acts or Ms
correspondence, both of which too clearly proved how
completely removed from the slightest taint had been
his loyalty and integrity of purpose.

c I have found amongst the King's effects/ wrote Louis XVL>
* several maps and papers, such as you have intimated to me,
and have tied them together. I have since made every Inquiry
respecting yourself, and find that in all you did you acted in
accordance with the King's orders. You have therefore my
permission to return to Paris or to Court at Compidgne. . * . I
approve of your writing to the several ministers to instruct
them to discontinue the correspondence. I send you a rough
draft of the letters which you must send to me for my signa-
ture. As regards yourself, sir, you will collect the whole of
your papers upon your arrival in Paris, for delivery to M. de
Vergennes, after which you may take your rest/ l

The Count de Vergennes had succeeded as Minister
for Foreign Affairs 2 upon the disgrace and exile of the
Duke d'Aiguillon, the avowed enemy of the deBroglios,
and whose attitude towards D'Eon had been one of

1  DeBfcoglie, 11533.

2  TMs miniate* was admitted to the secret correspondence of Ijouik XV.
in 1755, on appointment as ambassador at Constantinople. of established salaries
